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MRS. WATERMAN’S B0OYS

hen the Confederate prisoners held at Camp Randall
were removed in the summer of 1862, they left behind
138 of their comrades who had sueenmbed to illness and
circumstance while detained in Madison. The graves of these
men-—in the northernmost Confederate cemetery—were under-
standably forgotten by a populace faced with escalating Union
casualtics and the hardships and shortages brought on by the
Civil War. They had fallen into neglect by the time southern-
horn Alice Whiting Waterman moved 1o Madison in 1868."
Alice Whiting Waterman was born in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, on October 18, 1820, but moved with her family to
New York City when she was ten. A widow by
the time she moved to Madison, Waterman
worked as a housekeeper, and later a landlady, at
the Vilas House Hotel for several years after her
arrival.” Although she lived in the north most of
her adult life, a friend of Waterman’s explained
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that she “had always a great affection for the
Southland,” an affection that became apparent
a few years after her relocation to Madison when
she learned of a section of Forest Hill Cemetery
that was the final resting place for over one hun-
dred Confederate soldiers.”

Waterman cleared each gravesite of weeds,
placed mounds of carth above the graves, and
planted wees and a hedge. She also had a
wooden fence built around the section of the
cemetery known as “Confederate Rest™ and
replaced the original grave markers with a
painted board bearing the name of the deceased
soldier, his company and regiment, and the date of his death,
For close to thirty years, Mrs. Waterman faithfully took care
of Confederate Rest, planting flowers, replacing the boards
marking each soldier’s grave three times, and replacing the
original wooden fence with a stone border on which she spent
the final five hundred dollars of her savings.” She also planted
a hedge around the graves. “to keep the cold wind off my
hoys."® Mrs. Waterman hoped to place a marble monument in
the cemetery that would bear the names of the Confederate
soldiers buried there. Unfortunately, Mrs. Waterman’s liveli-
hood was lost, and her plans went unfulfilled at the time of her
death in September 1897.7

Watcrman's efforts did not go unnoticed, She was reportedly
encouraged and assisted in her efforts by then-governor Lucius
Fairchild, and later received offers of assistance from acting
Madison mayor B. J. Stevens and other city officials.” Fairchild's
successor, Ci. C.. Washburn, along with a contingent of former
Union soldiers, placed flowers on the graves Mrs. Waterman

Alice Waterman tock upon
herself the work of cleaning
up the section of Forest Hill
Cemetery where Confederate
dead were buried.

cared for so meticulously, hecoming the
first northern governor to honor the
Umnion's erstwhile enemies buried in
northern soil.” For many years there-
after, Wisconsin governors continued to
decorate these Confederate graves in
Forest Hill Cemetery on Memorial Day,
a tradition the Confederate Veterans'
Association called a “beauaful and
touching tribute.”'’ The Association
also noted that the attention paid to the
graves exhibited “a more than excellent
spirit on the part of the good people of Madison and encourage
us to believe that in that city at least, the war with all its ani-

maosities, has long been at an end.”"!

After her death, Mrs, Watcrman was remem-
bered fondly in the Confederate Veteran, and
Major F. W. Oakley. who had raken Mrs, Water-
man into his family in 1883 when her property
was lost, received letters from several Confederate
veterans expressing their gratitude for Mrs,
Watcrman’s work. Oakley also received offers
for donations to build a suitable monument for
Murs. Waterman. who was buried at her request
near “her Boys” in Contederate Rest."* Dona-
tions were collected throughout the south, and
although the Spanish-American War delayed
fundraising, Mrs. Watcrman had her kindness
repaid on June 13, 1906, when the Daughters of
the Confederacy erected a marble monument
bearing her name and the inscription: *Erected
in loving memory by the United Daughters of
the Confederacy of Mrs. Alice Whiting Water-
man and her boys.” ™

Confederate Rest, which is part of Madison’s Forest Hill
Cemetery, is still maintained by the Cirty of Madison. and can be
visited on the city’s near west side at 1 Speedway, Madison, WI
33705, For more informaton on visiting Forest Hill Cemetery, call
608] 266-4720 or email: foresthillcemetery@cityofimadison.com.
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Confederate Rest, the section of Forest Hill Cemetery at Madison
where Confederates who died while at Camp Randall are interred,
was surrounded by the wooden fence Mrs. Alice Waterman buiit,
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